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Solution 17,262

ACROSS
 1 Efficient by virtue of 

assuming nothing (8)
 5 Rock and roll band leaders 

with macho clothing (6)
 9 Just a Minute’s still 

broadcasting (6,2)
10 Mars perhaps has energy 

feeding living organism (6)
12 Worry boy’s ignored, being 

different (5)
13 Conduct live audio-visual 

interviews, initially filling time 
(9)

14 Queen ordered nice fruit (6)
16 American former President’s 

heading off, crossing 
Louisiana state (7)

19 Idea to reform system in 
decline (3,4)

21 Mothers’ Union takes on 
lies concocted for healthy 
breakfast cereal (6)

23 Fixed gin cocktail and threw it 
down (9)

25 Test sample of barista’s tea 
(5)

26 Unabashed, zebra strays close 
to lion (6)

27  Bandage is not ultimately 
stopping pain (8)

28 Second-in-command takes 
responsibility, keeping record 
(6)

29 Pitched apartment failed to 
impress (4,4)

DOWN
 1 Programme with very wearing 

new host going ahead (2,4)
 2 Start up hotel by river where 

everyone’s welcome, any time 
(4,5)

 3 Quiet in class! (5)
 4 Fine times echo for so long 

(7)
 6 Moderate a tale about 

tackling vile criminal (9)
 7 Instrument’s seize-up 

curtailed task (5)
 8 Next real trip is not in this 

country (8)
11 Last to try travelling north to 

see bird (4)
15 Spy novels put at the front in 

WH Smith perhaps (9)
17 When nursing bad back 

competently, everything’s OK 
(3,2,4)

18 Drunk lad, losing leader, lied 
and improvised (2-6)

20 Jerk’s always turning up 
heartily zonked (4)

21 Person who delivers 
morning’s first papers with 
mate (7)

22 Runs away taking member’s 
computer stuff (4,2)

24 Sharp intake of breath over 
king’s command (5)

25  Complete non-drinker’s 
getting in round with alcohol 
content removed (5)
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